
Helping us look after the 
future of rural Scotland

one generation helping the next

A gift in your will



Today we fulfil this mission in a number 
of important ways: by championing the 
very best standards in agriculture, forestry 
and stewardship of the countryside, by 
showcasing the best in farming, food and 
rural life, by rewarding excellence and 
innovation, by supporting and educating the 
next generation, and by recognising loyalty 
and long service. 

You can help us to continue this vital work, 
and to protect the Society’s heritage and 
secure its future, by leaving a gift in your 
Will to The Royal Highland and Agricultural 
Society of Scotland.

For over 235 years, RHASS has 
worked to fulfil its charitable 
mission to develop, grow and 
promote the rural economy of 
Scotland and to support the 
people who live and work in our 
rural communities.

• one generation helping the next •



Rewarding Excellence and Innovation
Throughout our long history, RHASS has 
been committed to rewarding excellence 
and innovation by conferring awards that 
reflect the values laid down in our Royal 
Charter – improvement, encouragement, 
benefit, communication, preservation and 
advancement. 

Here are some of our recognition awards, 
which a legacy gift will help to support:

RHASS’s prestigious annual Technical Innovation 
Awards encourage and recognise innovation 
in the design and manufacture of equipment 
which advances the effective and efficient 
practice of agriculture, horticulture, equestrian, 
forestry, renewable energy or estate services.

The RHASS Lifetime Achievement Award is 
awarded to those who have made outstanding 
contributions to the understanding, efficiency 
and well-being of agriculture and rural 
progress.

Supporting the Next Generation
We actively nurture new talent and offer 
numerous grants and scholarships for students 
and young people looking to advance their 
careers and life experiences. These include 

scholarships to embark on study projects 
overseas, such as the Nuffield Scholarship, 
as well as grants to attend key agricultural 
conferences in the UK and beyond.

We support the Royal Highland Education Trust 
(RHET), providing funding to enable them to 
take the classroom to the countryside, helping 
the next generation understand where our 
food comes from and inspiring them to look 
after the countryside.  

Recognising Loyalty and Long Service
RHASS recognises employees’ commitment to 
agriculture through our Long Service Awards. 
These are presented to individuals who have 
who have dedicated their lives to the sector 
with over 30, 40 or 50 years of unbroken 
service. 

Showcasing the Best of Farming, Food and 
Rural Life 
The first Highland Show took place in 1822. Over 
the intervening years, attendances have grown 
from around 1,000 over two days, to the record-
breaking turnout of almost 200,000 visitors over 
four days in 2019. 

• one generation helping the next •

committed to rewarding excellence 
and innovation



recognising long service

nurturing new talent



Capital investment
Since purchasing the showground at Ingliston 
in 1958, RHASS has continued to invest in its 
infrastructure and facilities in order to deliver 
an outstanding event space during the Royal 
Highland Show and for 365 days of the year.

The delivery of our new members’ pavilion 
and events space in March 2020 marked the 
completion of the first phase of a planned four 
quadrant development which will meet the 
needs of the Society in the future. 

Capital projects such as these offer 
opportunities for members and supporters 
of RHASS to leave a lasting legacy and 
to continue the farming tradition of ‘one 
generation helping the next’.

Why does RHASS need legacies?
As a charitable organisation, we rely on 
voluntary income from membership, donations 
and legacies to supplement our income from 
the Royal Highland Show and other activities, 
and to enable us to continue our valuable work. 
The Society is proud of its long history, 

spanning the last four centuries. We remain 
committed to developing, growing and 
promoting the rural economy of Scotland 
and keep these at the heart of everything we 
do. With the support of our members, and 
appropriate investment, we believe that our 
ambitious long term plans will ensure RHASS 
remains crucial and relevant for generations  
to come.

Our supporters are passionate about 
agriculture and its future. After ensuring you 
have provided for your loved ones, we hope 
you will consider leaving RHASS a gift, and 
create a lasting legacy for future generations 
of farmers and the custodians of Scotland’s 
countryside. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Do I have enough to leave a gift from my estate?
Any gift, large or small is hugely appreciated and helps RHASS continue its valuable work, securing 
the future of agriculture and supporting and developing rural communities in Scotland.

What do I do if I don’t have a Will?
Writing a Will is very important, as it is the only way to ensure that your wishes are fulfilled, and 
that your loved ones and chosen charitable causes benefit. We recommend you ask a solicitor to 
help you write or update your Will and hope you will consider a bequest to RHASS at this time. 

I have a Will already; what should I do?
It is easy to make minor alterations to your Will. If you simply wish to make a gift to RHASS, your 
solicitor may recommend a Codicil to your existing Will. Please remember that, to be valid, a 
Codicil needs to be witnessed in the same way as a Will. 

What should I do if I have already included RHASS in my Will?
Thank you for supporting RHASS. Please consider getting in touch to tell us your intentions. This 
places you under no obligation but allows us to say thank you properly. It also enables us to 
include you in special events and let you know about new projects that your support will help 
make possible.

What types of gift can I make?
The most common types of legacy are Residuary and Pecuniary.

A RESIDUARY LEGACY:  once you have provided for your family and loved ones, you can choose 
to leave the remainder or a percentage of your estate to RHASS. This gift will be made from any 
residue of the estate once all debts, funeral expenses, certain other costs and tax and any other 
legacies have been deducted.

A PECUNIARY LEGACY: a specific sum of money. The value of pecuniary legacies will decrease 
over time, as the cost of living rises. However, you may link your legacy to the Retail Price Index to 
ensure its worth in the future will be equivalent to its worth today.

Are there any tax benefits to leaving a gift in my Will?
Yes. RHASS is a registered charity, so any gift you make will be exempt from inheritance tax. You 
may wish to discuss other ways of minimising the tax burden on your estate with your solicitor. 
Please note the Gift Aid scheme does not apply to gifts in Wills.

Should I give a copy of my Will to anyone for safekeeping?   
It’s important to keep your original Will in a safe place, such as your solicitor’s office or bank. We 
suggest you keep a copy yourself, and let your Executor(s) know where they can find the original.

Can I talk to someone about leaving a legacy?
If you have any other questions about RHASS’ charitable work and projects or if you would like to 
discuss making a gift to RHASS in your Will, please get in touch with Joanne Andrews on 0131 335 
6214 or email jandrews@rhass.org.uk 

The contents of this leaflet are not intended to constitute legal advice and we strongly recommend that 
independent professional advice is sought by anyone considering making a bequest in their Will.
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If you have any questions about RHASS’s 
charitable work and projects or if you 
would like to discuss making a gift to 
RHASS in your Will, please get in touch with 
Joanne Andrews on 07718 424 111 or email 
jandrews@rhass.org.uk

www.rhass.org.uk 


